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The arrangement that placed the reins of household management in the hands of Ella Coates, and made her virtually mistress of Mr. Eastgate's establishment, was the outcome of a little successful diplomacy on cousin Fanny's part. It had not been found possible to leave Ella in possession 011 that first visit at the time of Helen Eastgate's death, even so clever a strategist as Fanny could not see her way to that successful move, so Ella and the big box?filled with some of the poor dead lady's possessions?were trundled back to the vicarage. On the occasion of Nellie's marriage, however, the indomitable Fanny saw her opportunity.
Nellie's wedding took place in less than a year after her aunt's death. The girl had pined and fretted, and grown thin and sad in the gaunt, big house whence all the brightness had long ago departed, and, naturally enough, the first aspirant who appeared took in her eyes the light of a de- liverer. Nellie did not pause to ask herself if she cared for this big, good-humoured champion, whom she had known in happier days, and who now came to rescue her from imprisonment. It was enough to know that he liked her. Her little heart had been bruised with too heavy a weight for it to bear, and she found a refuge in this careless affection that asked so little. "Thank you," he said, "I'll tell him." And then he walked out of the room. He was so sad of spirit that he was thankful for even this crumb of sympathy.
( To be continued.)
